Stuft Smith & Dave Soldier

Stuff Smith's
Unfinished Concerto

Music Starts When Words Leave Off

For Solo Violin and Orchestra

Dave Soldier opus 35






1 piccolo, 1 flute, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons
2 French horns, 2 trumpets in Bb, 2 trombones
tympani
1 percussionist on xylophone, snare drum and bass drum
strings
single movement, about 15 minutes

The great jazz violinist Stuff Smith home recorded a sketch for an
unfinished violin concerto in Los Angeles around 1963 or 1964. For
safe-keeping, he sent a poorly recorded tape to his friends Mary Lee and
Don Hester of Arlington who sent it to Anthony Barnett in the 1990s.
Receiving the recording from Anthony, I transcribed his violin part, and
reasoning that some ideas were meant to be expanded, wrote what I
imagine he would have liked. "Music starts when words leave off" is an
old saying that Stuff mentioned in an interview with Anthony.

N.B. for soloists: the bouncing glissando at the start of the cadenza is
Stuff's transformation of a phrase from Tambourin Chinois by his friend,
Fritz Kreisler. Stuff's message to us is to play your own way. Listen to
his phrasing of his solo part on my website on the scores page, and then
find a way to play this that YOU would want to listen to.

It is fine to edit and alter the cadenza as freely as you like for your own
tastes and style.

-Dave Soldier, June 17, 2022, New York City
davesoldier43@gmail.com
davesoldier.com



Stuff Smith, solo violin part

Music Starts When Words Leave Off

Dave Soldier, orchestra

Stuff Smith's Unfinished Concerto for Violin
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